[Postgraduate medical training in laboratory medicine and clinical genetics in Chiba University Hospital].
Compulsory postgraduate clinical training in laboratory medicine will start on a national basis in April 2004. It remains to be discussed how departments of laboratory medicine and/or divisions of clinical laboratory should contribute to the training program. I here summarize what we are planning to do in Chiba University Hospital together with my personal views on this topic. Two points are of note in our program. First, one-week training in the division of clinical laboratory is essential as a part of the 6-month training of internal medicine. The items in the program include Gram staining, white blood cell differential counting, urinary sediment study, and representative point-of-care testing. A program to follow the entire flow of laboratory tests(from withdrawal of blood to reporting of the test results) is also included to highlight a variety of pre-analytical errors. Furthermore, trainees are encouraged to learn how to work and co-operate with co-medical personnel. Second, our program aims at training postgraduate medical students to be clinical geneticists competent at genetic counseling. Genetic counseling is the process by which patients or relatives at risk of a disorder that may be hereditary are advised of the consequences of the disorder, the probability of developing or transmitting it and of the ways to test them. Thus, our final goal is to foster genetically oriented experts in laboratory medicine and clinical geneticists with a wide knowledge of laboratory medicine.